
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 14 June 2017] 

 p849c-849c 
Hon robin Chapple; Hon stephen Dawson 

 [1] 

FERAL CAT CONTROL — HISSTORY BAIT TRIAL 
170. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to a Department of Parks and Wildlife proposal to undertake trials of a new 1080-based cat bait Hisstory 
within the Department of Defence and Australian Wildlife Conservancy–managed lands at Yampi Sound 
training area. 
(1) Why was there a directive from the Department of Defence that no environmental compliance 

certificate was required for this activity? 
(2) Why is this trial proposed to take place in the Yampi Sound training area and not in a DPaW-managed 

area and when will it take place? 
(3) Has there been any recent consultation with ranger groups that manage the area; and, if so, when? 
(4) What is the baseline data of quoll populations in the testing area and will the death rates of non-target 

species during the baiting program be released? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 
(1) The requirement to prepare an environmental clearance certificate is a matter for the Department of 

Defence. 
(2) Extensive investigations of a number of areas in the Kimberley were undertaken in 2016 to determine 

the most appropriate site for the trial to occur. The Yampi Sound training area is the only available site 
in the Kimberley that has a suitable northern quoll population that will provide a scientifically valid 
sample size to determine any impacts on this species from the Hisstory bait. The trial is not expected to 
have a significant impact on northern quolls based on previous work undertaken by the department in 
the Pilbara. 

(3) Extensive consultation with relevant Aboriginal ranger groups occurred in 2016 and 2017 and these 
groups will be involved in trapping and monitoring northern quolls for this project. 

(4) The project includes a component to determine the baseline population of northern quolls in the project 
area. Any deaths of non-target species will be recorded and project results and outcomes will be 
published. 
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